Making the Invisible God Visible
I John 4:12-16

Introduction: Picture of God

I. The Problem - 4:12a
A. God Is Invisible

Colossians 1.15
“He is ﻿﻿the image of the invisible God, ﻿﻿the firstborn over all creation” 
John 4:24

“﻿﻿﻿God is Spirit”
B. No Man Has Ever Seen Him

I Timothy 6.16

“﻿Whom no man has seen or can see…”
John 1:18
﻿“No one has seen God at any time”. How can the world see God?
II. The Solution - 4:12b
A. We Love One Another

v. 12 - When we love one another, God abides in us.
John brings us back to the theme of this section, (3:24- 4:16) i.e.: the indwelling God.
In 3:24 -
“Now ﻿﻿he who keeps His commandments ﻿﻿abides in Him, and He in him”
In the previous verse, 23, he summarized it into one command, “that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ ﻿﻿and love one another”
“This union of faith with love” is the reason the false prophets must be rejected.

Because faith in God’s incarnate Son is indispensable to expressing Christian love.

Doctrine Does Matter!

B. He Abides In Us

In = ”in” or “among” or both

His abiding in us is not automatic at salvation,

Nor is John talking about salvation. That is not the issue at all.
Remember: He is writing to believers.

The invisible God that no one has seen lives in the loving believer.

C. His Love Is Perfected In (or Among) Us 
Perfected (perfect tense) the result of our loving.
Means – to complete, finish or brings to its goal.

We who are beloved by God become vessels and conduits for that love as we love one another.
And we fulfill Jesus New Commandment
John 13:34
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another”.
III.  The Proof - 4:13 - His S/spirit
“By this” – looks forward 
Almost a repetition of 3:24 

Here - loving = abiding / obeying = abiding

Not really a difference - The loving Christian is obedient.

The obedient Christian is loving.
Uses of the word “spirit”:
Wind – John 3

An Attitude or attribute - here

Holy Spirit – here
A. He Has Given Us His Holy Spirit

Every believer has the Holy Spirit - Romans 8:9 
“Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

So, we would use a capital “S” - Spirit.
When we love, it is by His power within us.

B. He Has Shared With Us His Attitude of Love.
We cannot love unconditionally on our own.

We must have the love of God in our hearts.

So we probably should write it as S/spirit.

To Summarize:

  The God of love to us 
    is loving our brethren through us, 
         by the power of the Holy Spirit in us. 
When we thus partake of His S/spirit, we can know that He abides in us.
IV. The Revelation - 4:14-16
Remember:

Love is not in a vacuum. 

Love is not just some fuzzy feeling.

Love is doctrinal as well as emotional.
In II John we have truth with your love.
In III John we have love with your truth.
A.  Revelation to the Apostles

1. What they have seen - 4:14 – “the life”
This is the Life he has been talking about:
“…which we have ﻿﻿seen with our eyes…﻿concerning the Word of Life” (1 John 1:3).
They had experienced the life. They had seen the life manifested in others - by Christian love.
Those who manifest this life are living witnesses to the reality that the Son who saved them is the Savior of the world.

2. What they had heard - 4:15

Through John the Baptist

The apostle, John was most likely the unnamed disciple of John 1:35-40.

He had heard the words of John the Baptist which he, alone records in John 1:32-34
“﻿﻿And John the Baptist bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, ﻿﻿this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ ﻿And I have seen and testified that this is the ﻿﻿Son of God.” 

So, the testimony is not just the act of loving but of testimony as well.

John has in mind the congregational context where there would also be the regular confession that Jesus is the Son of God.
This would take place in prayer, singing of hymns about Christ and in teaching and preaching.
This testimony was to go out of the meeting place to the world for whom the Son died.

This confession, “Jesus is the Son of God” should be seen in the entire context of John’s writings.

John 20:31
“but these are written that ﻿﻿you may believe that Jesus ﻿﻿is the Christ, the Son of God,
John 11:25-26 Martha
“Yes, Lord, ﻿﻿I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

B.  Revelation to the Readers (Includes us) - 4:16
John’s readers heard and testified about this life.

We have now heard about this life.

We need to testify about this life as long as there are those who have not heard and believed the message.

C. Revelation to the World

1. By our actions - Loving the brethren.
2. By our words - Jesus is the Savior of the world.

Conclusion:
